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| To his ever Honour'd 


Friends, Benefactors, and Loving 
: Neighbours. 


\ TOT to inſift upon the -Publick Approbation 
wherewith this Diſcourſe was Honour d ; nor 
the many. particular Engagements lying on me, thus to ap- 
pear, and under ſo general a Dedication: In Gratitude 
to you, Whoſe Beneficent Examples, give life to the Do- 
- &rines aſſerted , 1 would only thus far declare to the 
World thereupon; that where-ever any Obligation lies ups 
ona Man, Common Honeity leads bim to pay the Debt; 
fo_may this be accepted as an honeſt Inſtance of my Duty 
and Thankfulneſs ; tho' it is impoſſible for me, accord- 
ing to my ſmall Talent, to diſcharge the total Summ ; 
| Ki would 1 make this Publick Acknowledgments to be Juſt 
and Thankful : For the Apoſtle makes Iugratitude the _ 
Compendium of all Impiety, mw 2 Tim. 3. 2. Theſe 
two words,: Unthankful, Unholy, And tho' in ge» 
neral all Men, who receive Favours, ought tobe Thanks 
ful; yet certainly every ſingle Perſon bas as much right 
to chuſe the way of expreſſing his Thanks, as he has a 


2 Pros 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

Propriety to his Complexion, and Fortunes. Moreover, 
the trueft Notion of Gratitude, is never to give real oc 
caſion that our BenefaFtor ſhould Repent that he be- 
ſtowed his Benefit upon 14. Foe 

Now, as I would thus live, and behave my ſelf to 
my Friends ; ſo would T give none any juſt occaſion to be- 
come mine Enemies ; but yet, we muſt look for Tribula- 
tion int an #ncharitable World; and Peace only in Chriſt ; 
and not expeFt to fare better than himſelf, and bis Apoſtles, 
and the beſt (hriſtians did bere.: How Innocent, Peacea- 
ble, or Beneficent ſoever we may be, we ſhall meet with 
Foes in abundance, and be ever Perſecuted with the Vi- 
rulent Tongues, or Malicous Deeds of Selfiſh, Mo- 
roſs, Proud, 111 natur d,; Angry. Wretches,, whom 1 do 
heartily Pity: and Pray \ for ;, as even thoſe, Who can 
Prophanely trample ripon things Sacred, Proudly Inſult 
over their Spiritual Guides, and Hipocyitically Dewour, 
or Sacrilegionſly Invade the Churches Patrimony, which 
Jews and Heathens have:abborr d\to 'do,  .. How (on- 
frantly and Faithfully ſoever - we ſow our Spiritual things, 
' ingreateſt Charity to Mens Souls ; yet are we deny'd the 
Grateful, Juſt, and Meanet Returns, and baſely accouns 
ted Mens Enemies for telling them the.; Truth. But of 
you my Friends, . bave 1 happily\Experienc.d better : 4s 
Charity is your Glory, and. will be. your Reward. So 
». Prayeth your moſt Obliged Orator, 


T. W. 
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And now abideth Faith, Hope, (batity ; theſe thiee 
© But the greateſt of thiſe i Charity. 


% His 200m _ affords fuch uſeful Medi- 
tations for all times; may riot improperly 
be confider'd upon this occafion , and in 
this our ſolemn Lent - Seaſon; as it 
concludes St. Paul's moſt Noble Deſeri- 
ption of the ſablimeſt Grace, and compleateſt Vertue, in 
2 whole Chapter which begins with very great and 
ſarprizing Alfertions, ſhewing, that all Gifts, how ex- 
cellenit foever, are nothing worth withour Charity, to 
Verſe 4. where by Charity muſt certainly bs anderſtosd 
that grand Principle of true ſincere Love both to m 
4r 
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and Man, reſiding in our Hearts, enlivening our Souls, 
purifying our Deſires, ſeaſoning our Intentions, and in- 
fluencing; all our Words and Actions ; without _ which, 
we can neither think, ſpeak, or do any. thing, that will 
deſerve the Name of pious, good, or vertuous, nor ever 
become real Chriſtians : Therefore the Apoſtle inſtan- 
ceth "in theſe extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, which 
God was pleasd to beſtow-upon his Church in the Firſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, Yer/e x, 2. Though 7 ſpeak with the 
T, YO of Men, and of Angels, and have not*Charasy, 1 
am become as ſounling Braſs,”or a, tinkling Cimbal. "The 
Gift of Utterance (equal at leaſt to the Angelical, and 
far exceeding all humane Eloquence) were the Apoſtles 
firſt endow'd with, when the Holy Ghoſt actually de- 

; ſcended upon they in Clover Tongues, like as of Fire, 
. Ads2, 3. wherewith St: Pefer canverted 3000 Souls in 
- his firſt powerful Sermon, Yerſe 41. which otherwiſe 
had been..no better than- a loud andranſignificant noiſe, 
without the charitable Deſign and Endeavour of -Conver- 
fion : And whar better are the wittieft Sayings, the-moſt 
elegant Speeches, or higheſt Strains of Rhetorick, with- 

out Intention of Good 2 "Tis the Charity expreſs d_in the 

Angel's happy Meſkge to the bleſſed Virgin, that- makes 
his Salutation renown'd, LZuk;1.28. Some ns may 
pleaſe their Humours with nauſeous Flattery, others a- 

- tisfie their idle: Fancies with meer Flouriſhes, or-tingle” 
their itching Ears with Clamours.; and ſuch may raiſe 
Pyramids to their Orators, givea them an aicry Exalta* 
$i09.12 a popular Vague : But how ridiculous and empty 

. 4s all that, whereby neither the Speakers aim at, nor the 

Hearers receive any Benefit. What ſignifies the moſt 
Learned Harangues, or florid Panegyricks> And var 
| | | lc 
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leſs the windy Sounds, Groans, and- Acclamations, - to 
rouſe up Peoples Aﬀections, and ſet them a-gazing, when 


their Underſtandings are no ways improv'd; nor. their- 
Wills reify'd ; while all they / are taught, lye only 


floating on the Surface of the Brain, having no Root, nor 
Foundation lower ; nothing deep enough laid! for the 


Glorious'Building upon the Heart, in Chriſtian Edifica- - 


© tion through Love. Eph. 4. r6. So farther ſays the Apo- 
ſtle; and tho" 7 have the Gift of Prophecy, and ander- 
ſtand al MyFeries, and all Knowledge ; and tho” I have 


all Faith, ſo that I conld remove; Mountains, and have no 


Charity,' 1 am nothing. Thus Prophecy, and the deepeſt 
Knowledge:in the Myſteries - of Religion, and the Glo- 
rious. Power of working Miracles,” were in themſelves of 
no more Account than the other; unleſs well 'us'd to a 
good end ; unleſs tending purely. to God's Glory, and 
the Salvation: of Souls ; otherwiſe they that -have--pro- 
pheſied, - apd:caſt out Devils, or done many wonderful 
Works in Chriſt's Name, ſhall becaſt off at laſt an 

- the Workers 'of Iniquity, Matth. 7. 22, 23: Whoſe. 
Actions are corrupted through By-ends, Falſe Principles, 
or Vanity. As again, Yerſe 3. Aud tho' I beſtow all m 
Good's to feed the Poor ; and though I give my Body to he 
burned, and have no Charity, | it” profiteth me- nothing. 
Here St: Paul -aflerts the fame concerning the great 
Liberality tothe Poor, and Martyrdom it ſelf, the. lay- 
ing down our very Lives, which ſeems to be the utmoſt 
that can poſſibly be requir'd of us -upon any occaſion ; 
the greateſt-Love imaginable, as-may - be' ſuppos'd from 
that noted Text, Foh: 15; 13. ' But yet here "it is mani» 
feſtly imply'd, (as alate pious Biſhop-obſerv'd hereupon) 
that a Man may part with his whole Eſtate; and+his-Life 
hed? : [ "too; 
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roo 5 and-'yet that he may” wane ' Charity, ' This may 
ſeem a"'very ſtrange and ' ſurprizing ' Suppolition./'to us, 
-whocan ſee no farther than the bare -vutſide and appea- 
rance&of Things ; but-God,: whois intimately 'acquain- 
ted with'all the ſecret Motions and -Imaginations'of the 
Heart, knows, that too often the moſt ſpecious" external __ 
AQs may : proceed froma': falſe, -or{ corrupt Principle; 
and" then, tho' they may 'be highly eſteem'd and 'mag- 
nify'd inthe Opinion of the World, they cannot be! ac- 
ceptable ro: him, whois pleasd with nothing that: does 
not flow from-a+fincere and truly pious -Diſpoſition'of the 
Soul : From that \Charity; which ariſes from- the \ Love 
of God; which loves hinvas the Supreme and* Original 
Good, and-loves every thing”elſe for his' fake ; that ad- 
mires: and: adores his infinite Fulneſs; and 'eſteems other 
things as the: Streams and/Emanationsfrom that inexhau- 
ſible Fountain When'we have nota due regard to this 
Heavenly Standard'of our AﬀeCtions , our Love” will 
quickly degenerate into a ſilly Fondneſfs,. or'a covetous 
Defire; or ſome turbulent, uneafic, violent, or exorbi- 
tant Paſſion: ' But when * the Love of 'Gad rules *in our 
Hearts ;'when: it-prefides over. our very Thoughts, and 
governs the moſt-ſecret and-inward: Motions: of our Spi- 
rits; it-will keep all-ſteddy and even; in:a due 'Compo- 
ſure,” without any Exceſs or/Irregularity ; and I' may add, 
ina conſtant readineſs ;to'do_ good. © Now this is that 
excellent Principle of Charity, which is- only able to 
give any:real Value'to all other Endowments whatever ; 
and\which accordingly. is-deſcribed: in'; the-next-place by 
ſome of the -moſt genuine and proper Effes of it, to 
Perſe 8: as that it ' ſuffereth long ; that it 75 kind, that it 
envieth not, vaunteth not' it jet or 1s not aſh ;- is not 


puffed 


_ » - beld at Maidfione'in Kent, 5 


puffed up, doth. not behave it ſelf unſeemly ; ſeeketh not 
her own, is not eafily provoked, thinketh no- Evil, rejoi- 
ceth not in Iniquity, but refoiceth in the Truth, or with 
the Truth : Beareth all things, believeth al things, 'hopeth 
all things, endureth all things : Thus it includes Patience, 
Benificence, Contentment, Humility, Decency, Gene- 
roſity, Publick-Spiritedneſs , - Meekneſs, Temperance, 
Good Nature, Piety, Devotion, - Truth, - Fidelity, [Joy, 
and Compaſlion, Peace and Union, Faith, Hope, .and 
the braveſt Chriſtian Fortitude, with all the bleſſed 
Fruits of the Holy Spirit; yea, with all manner of Good- 
neſs and Morality, ro make us both truly: wiſe | and hap- 
py. So next," St. Pau/ commends: it from 'its duration, 
becauſe that all the other Gifts and Abilities, how. -ne- 
_ ceſſary ſoever they might be for the propagation of the 
Chriſtian Religion, &c. ſhovld yet fail, ceale, and vaniſh 
away, as things that ſhould be of no farther uſe in the 
other World : Bur this alone ſhould never fail, but con- 
tinue with'us for ever in that Bleſſed: State of Happineſs 
and Perſeftion, as you may read to' my Text, where- 
in now laſtly our Apoſtle mentions the three moſt 
eminent Graces Faith, Fiope, and Charity ; but gives 
the preference to the laſt, concluding poſitively , 
the greateft of theſe is Charity; which is evident from 
the whole Chapter, as we: have thus far briefly - con- 
ſider'd ir : From whence now to proceed methodical- 
ly, I ſhall, 


Firf?, illuſtrate the Words of my Text in ſhort. 


' Secondly, Endeavour to demonſtrate to you this excel- 
lent Grace of Charity, as comprehenfive of all True Re 
| B ligion 
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Thirdly, 1 ſhall maniſeſt ſome grand Obligations to 
the due Practice thereof, from the Points of Duty, Gra- 
titude, and Intereſt. 


Firſt, Then conſider the Juſt ſhall live by Faith, Ze. 

2: 4. Rom: 1. 17. We are purify d, ſandtifyd, juſtify, 
and faved by Faith, Ads 5. 9. c. 26, 18, Rom. 5. r, 
Eph. 2. 8. But then it muſt be fuch a Faith as worketh 
through Love: Nothing elſe availing in| Jeſus Chriſt, 
Gal. 5:6. Hope is an Anchor of the Soul both ſure and 
HFedfa#f,, Heb. 6. 19. And by Hope are we comforted 
and ſaved, Kom. 8. 24 For this were the Scriptures 
given, that we might have hope, Rom. 15. 4 Which 
workethPatience, and Aſſurance unto Life Eternal, 77. 
24/03. /c 3, 7- Among our Spiritual Armour we are to 
take for an Helmet the' hope of Salvation, x Theſe 5. $. 
Fhis is our rejoicing, arid will be: our Glory in. the Lord, 
Col. x. 27. Heb: 3.6. But yet this muſt be grounded 
and rooted in'Love; and he that hath this hope in him, 
purifteth himſelf, even 'as God is pure; to be like him 
in fingular' Love above all,, as becometh his Sons, x Joh. 
3s Ty 2,3. Again, Faith i the Subſtance of things hoped 
for, the Ewidence of things not ſeen, Heb. 213. 1. which 
gives us all Aſſurance, and ſome Enjoyment of Heaven 
upon Earth ; affords us ſome Antepaſts of Life and Glo- 
ry. But here they end-at the Celeſtial Gate z here is 
the Accompliſhment of our Faith and Hope, while Chari- 
ty, the very Bond of Perfectneſs, uniceth us.to. the moſt 
Amiable the Divine Nature ; while Love wings our Souls 
” into 
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into the Regions of Bliſs and Immortality, abides with 
-us there , and happily employs us unto all Eternity. 
Thus Charity is the greateſt of all Graces and Vertues, as 
influencing, and perfeing all, neareſt reſembling the 
Supreme ity, and glorifying our Natures. "For Love 
is of God, and God is Love, x Joh. 4. 7. Bat he that 
loveth not, knoweth not God, Verſe 8. How can ſuch 
then hope for Heaven 2? Or (like the bold Fiduciary) pre- 
ſume upon Faith, which only worketh by,and is/dead, and 
ineffetual without Love, Fam. 2. 3, 4. Love, which is the 
Light that ſhines before Men to the Glory of our Heavenly 
Father in all good Works, Matth. 5. r6. Love, which 
is the fulfilling of the Law, Rom. 13. 10. and the New 
Commandment of the Goſpel, Joh. r3. 34. The true, 
Spirit of all, the very diſtinguiſhing Badge,  Cognizance 
' and CharaQeriſtick of Chriſt's true Diſciples ' Which now 
ſecondly, with all that has hitherto been'faid; may-be a 
ſufficient Demonſtration of the Comprehenſiveneſs of 
this excellent unbounded, univerſal, beatifying Chriſtian 
Charity : Whereto both Scripture and Reaſon! give ſuch 
ample, undeniable Teſtimonies, as =_ yet farther ap- 
pear from many clean convincing Proofs. 

As there is ſuch an Uniformity, and happy Agreement 
between theO/a and New Te#ament, that the” one Teems 
to be but the Cojinter-part of the other ; or rather the 
Gaſpel is both the Improvement and Fulfilling of the Law; 
a an highcr advancement of Human Nature than ever it 
was blefs d with, either by its own Light, or preceding 
Revelation. So they all concenter together in this one 
Grace of Charity, which carries its own Reward with it 
in a much more real Senſe than the beſt Philoſophers held 
of Vertue. This Charity implies the whole of Man, mm 
D 43 is 
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his. Duty and Happineſs, which the Royal wiſe Preacher 
concludes with the. Fear of God, and keeping his Com- 
mandments, ſo to be prepared for furure Judgment Fcc/. 
12.13; 14- And what isall this, but the plain EfteR, and 
fure Demonſtration-of our Love ; which our. Lord. fo poſi- 
tively requires of us,” Fobn 14. 15.,1f ye love me, keep 
my Commandments. . In this therefore does he fumm up all 
the Law, andthe Prophets, from Deux. 6. 5. c. 19, I2, 
13. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, with all thy ſtrength, and with all thy 
mind. - This is the firſt.and great Commandment. And 
the ſecond { from; Lev. x9. x8.) is like unto it, Thou ſhalt 
love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, Matth. 22. 37, 38, 39, 40. 
Luke xo: 27. This is-more than all the plain Hecatombs, 
than all the whole. Burnr-Offerings and Sacrifices, Mark 12. 
33- Thus Love or Charity includes both all our Divine 
and Moral Daties; and makes vs .moſt like, and accepta- 
ble unto'God, who is good:to all, both Juſtand Unjuſt, 
whoſe infinite :PerfeZtion herein, we may happily imitate, 
and-particularly as our Saviour directs us in his great and 
admirable improvementsof the Law, Math. 5. To love our 
Enemies, bleſs them that curſe us, do good to them that hate 
us, and pray for them which deſpitefully uſe us, and perſe- 
cute #3, -V. 44- upon reaſons following to the end. So has 
he taught us to Pray,and to forgiveothers; or elſe wemuſt 
never expeCt God's: forgiveneſs our ſelves, Matth. 6. 14. 
And fo has he ſhewn-us, in the Parable of the good Sa- 
.. maritan, to take every.one for our Neighbour that necd- 
eth our Mercy, Luke 10. 30. tov. 38., Whereupon farther, 
weare aſlur'd of obtaining Mercy, as we are Merciful, in 
imitation of our Heavenly Father, Marth. 5. 7. Lake 6. 
36 This/is that Charity that will cover a multitude or ny 
; ic 
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Which makes St. Peter. exhort us ſo carneſtly,. above a4 
things to have fervent Charity, &c. 1 Pet. 4, 8, 9. This 
is the very Life and Soul. of Chriſtianity, : This is that ſo- 
lid Principle; which goes through all, coaneRing the 
Duty and Beatitude together, as may be maniſeſt.entirely 
from our Saviours moſt excellent Sermon upon the Mount, 
Matth.. 5. 6, 7, &c. Wherefore this muſt. guide and 
influence our whole Lives and Converſations, as we de- 
fire to be Wiſe, Good'and Happy. . _. 

In ſhorr, this Charity is in. Religion, like the: Rational 
Soul in the Body, (as Ariſtotle defines it) Zora in toto, & 
retain qualiber parte, Entire in the whole, and undivided 
inevery Part and Duty ; which our uniform conſtant O- 
| bedience to the Divine Commands, will clearly alone de- 
monſtrate: For the inſeperable effeQt of true Love,zs to work 
an identity of YVolition, as the Schools ſpeak, z..e. to con- 
form our Wills to the Will of the. Perſon that. we love. 
Now the Will of our God. and Saviour, is contain'd in his 
Laws and Precepts, which. are to it as the Copy to the 
Original. So our due obſervance thereof, does infallibly 
imply our Love : For the neceſſary. effe of a Cauſe, will 
of neceſſity follow the being of the true End. Tis upon 
this Suppoſition, that we our felves expet the ſame fa- 
tisfaction. | | | 

All the Formalities of Reſpect, and other. Offices of 
Friendſhip, we account: but as ſo many deſigns upon us, 
where this Love is wanting: In like manner all other 
Expreſſions 'of our Love to God, tho never ſo plauſible 
to theoutward view, without this natural demonſtrative 
ef&et- in keeping his Commandments thereupon, are 
but mere Flattery 'and: Colluſion, and have no other 
intrialick Vertne or Goodneſs. in them, than. as they 

| are 
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are means to this end, and1eadmus to the'Obedience and 
Obſervance of his Laws ; as true Love certainly will ; 
which the common Notions of Mankind can-evince, .from 
more particular-Eftes and Propertiesof Love: whereof 


' ' hereafter. And to give/you ſome brief agreeable Inſtan- 


ces of Duties, both Relative and Perſona}; ' which, both 
Reaſon and Experience will declare the —_— attend- 
ing, as nothing's' more delightful and eafie in Practice. 
For the-pleaſure and eaſe of a thing, reſults from the a- 
- greement between it and” the deſire; which'if .weiconfi- 

_ der narrowly in this caſe, we fhall find, that nothing can 
be.more adapted, .than the Duties of Religion to our very 
Make and Conſtitution, and to our ſtrong impulſes after 
Happineſs. Nor is any thing (Fm ſure)-more conſonant 
to” the beſt parts of us, more advancive of our Natures, 
and more certainly purſuant of our trueſt Intereſts, borh 
- Temporal and Eternal, This made the-wiſeſt: of Men 
(upon its Knowledge and 'good Experience) thus pro- 
_nounce of that Wiſdom, or Religion, which he ſo much 
- recommends above all things : Zer ways are ways of plea- 
ſantneſs, and all her paths are peace, Prov. 3. 17. and of 
this we.are aſſur'd by a greater than S»/omon, our gracious 
- Lord and loving Maſter himfelf, thus encouraging ourQ- 
bedience to his-Laws, Matth. 11.28, 29, 30. Come unto 
me all yethat labour, and are heavy laden, and 7 will give 

you reit, Take my Toke upon you, and learn 'of me, for 1 
am meak and lowly in heart; and ye ſhall find reft-anto:yoar 
Souls : for my yoke is eafie, and my barden'is light. "Now 
\ this is the Love of God in'particular, : that we * A (even 


all) his Commandments; .and his Commandments are not 
-.. grievous, but undoubtedly gr Gomes -ealie and plea- 
fant to the faithſul obedient ' 7 


vers of God and-Chriſt : 
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in meokneſs and humility, overerming the World hereby, 
: Jolw'5. 3, 4: 5, nd transforming themſelves(thro' the 

Holy Spirit of Love) by the —_— of mind, to prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfett will of God, 
Rom: 12. 2, Who- would not thus {cientioufly ard 
Zealouſfly diſcharge all his reſpe&ive Duties to God, him- 
felf, and tris Neighbour : as firſt, in the Religious Exer- 
ciſes of Repentance towards God, and Faith in our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, Acts 20. 21. Of Devout Praiſe and Prayer : 
of Holineſs ; Publick and Private Worſhip; Rererence 
of all things Sacred; Decent'and Orderly Attendance upon 
the Divine Ordinances; the Solemn Adminiſtrations ot his 
Word, and Sacraments; which -our Excellenr. Church 
moſt Pioufly Enjoyns, and Celebrates. Secondly, Exer- 
ciſing\Sobriety of Mind and'Body, in Spiritual Meekneſs, 
Courage and. Femperance ; to reſiſt the Devil, ſubdue the 
Fleſh, and vanquith all rhe Terrors andthe Flatteries , the 
Provocations, Dangers, and Temptations of a malicious 
World; compleating rhofe victorious Graces and Duties of 
' Patience, Modeſty, Self-denial, Mortification, taking up 
the Croſs, and with the moſt glorious Paſſive Valour fol- 

lowing the Captain of our Salvation even through a Sea 
of Blood, Rom 8. 37. becoming more than Conquerors, 
in Jeſus' Chriſt our Lord. Fhirdly, In Righteous Exer- 
ciſes of Juſtice, and' Mercy' toall Mankind. Which Cha- 
rity, the very boud of Peace, and of all Vertues, Fph. 4. 3. 
Fa.» ty allroo, in'that golden Rule of do as we would 
be done By,Matth. 7. rz. And ſtilFendeavouring onr utmoſt 
to live peaceably with all Men, Rom. 12,7. Which, with 
folid Piety and Temperance, do only promote and ſecure 
the common Welfare of all. For what would the World 
be'without theſe, but a Den of Thieves ? All the orderly 
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\ Societies | and Communities of Men,. would (without a 
Metaphor) be ſo many Wild Beaſts let looſe upon one a- 
nother; the” ſtrongeſt Preying upon the. weakeſt,” and 
1hey again, with rhe advantages of greater numbers re- 
raliating the injury of the ſtronger : But where theſe Rules 
are Conſcientioully © practisd , ' Mens Rights and: Pof- 
ſions are kept inviolate/: The Poor are then fayour'd and 
defended by rhe Rich; and they mutually aided and 
aſſiſted by the Poor And all things Adminiſtred in that 
Peace and Order, that conſtitutes a Regular and well- 
founded Government ; which! if any will venture. to di- 
flurb, and to break the Peace ; wwilt\dare to injure other 
Mens Perſons, or invade their Properties, &c. the. 
Sword of Juſtice (which the Magiſtrateis not ro bear 
in vain) muſt be drawn upon ſuch: Yea, to-puniſh 
MalefaQors, is both Juſtice and Mercy ; wherein them- 
ſelves can't complain of - any wrong. done them, 
when they receive their Reward, the juſt -retribution of 
their own Demerits. Yet all due care muſt be taken of 
* their Souls ; and Repentance may plead for Pardon; as 
the Great Judge of the World ſo mercifully condeſcends 
to the vileſt Sioner. 


Thus Rulers are vrdain'd of. God, with an irreſiſtable 
Power, Rom. 13. x. to ſuppreſs the Wicked, and prote& 
' the Righteous ; to Condemn the Guilty, and Abſolve the 
Innocent. But woeto thoſe that do otherwiſe, Prov. 17. 
15. ſa. 10. 12. Now this is the Bleſſing of all-Good Go- 
vernment ; - as particularly to right the Poor, the Father- 
leſs, and the Widow ; and what is all this, but reaſonable 
Charity ; and t0.do as we would be done by? Even lo, are 
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we juſtly oblig'd to ſpeak and. at without guile ;. to be 
True, Sincere, Upright, and Honeſt __in all our ways, 
and dealings, for our common Welfare and. Felicity. 
The longeſt day. has a night, and the moſt 'continu'd Se- 
renity a full Period'; in which Storm and Tempeſt, Dark- 
neſs and Horror ſucceed. The uncertain variety of Man's 
Condition, makes the Application-very eafie and natural. 
The longeſt Felicity upon Earth is-but ſhort-liv'd, and ne- 
ver fails to meet with an - interruption at laſt. And in 
' Wharga wretched condition were the beſt and ſtrongeſt of 
us all, if left to our ſelves in our Calamities ; if God had 
not made Compaſſion a natural Inclination, as well as a 
Law : if Mens Conſciences had leara'd no fuch Language 
as Pity ; if there were no Springs .in Nature to {fr up 
our Aﬀections, not only to Commiſerate, but to be Help- 
ful and Aſſiſtant to one another, I fay, without an Obli- 
gation to this Vertue, we ſhould be left alone to ſtruggle 
with thoſe Diſeates, which we often find enough for cur 
ſelves and our Friends ; and be forſook by our Neigh- 
bours in the greateſt Extremities of Oppreſſion, Poverty 
or Sickneſs, as the wounded Deer is abandon'd by the 
Herd. So for Temperance and Chaſtify, what can be 
better Calculated to ſerve the Intereſts, and: provide for 
the Safety of Mankind ? - Which is notoriouſly evident 
from the diſmal inconveniencies. that Exceſs and Debau- 
chery bring upon Men. Shortneſs of -Life, and Rotten- 
neſs of Bones, Pains and Aches, Diſeaſes and Infirmities 
are the conſtant attendants upon the conſtant breach of 
theſe Commandments ; which to. praQiſe. with the reſt, 
' upon this Principle of Univerſal Charity, is certainly more 
hep pleaſant, and more becoming Rational Souls and 
hriſtians, than all the contrary Vices and Tranſactions, 
Ep: IT. OS oa "© Where: 


14. A Sermon Preached at the Aſſizes 


Wherefore; in loveto God, . ſhould we ahominate all man- 
ner 'of  Prophaneneſs, Irreligion, Perjury,. and Sacrelige : 
In:Charity to our felves, rout we avoid all manner of 
Intemperance and Uncleanneſs, Pride, Vanity, and Hy- 
pocrifie : And in Charity to. our; Neighbour, ſhould we 
abhor all manner of Injuſtice, and Unmercifulneſs, Ma- 
tice, Detraction, ard Covetouſneſs, the Root of all Evil, 
1 7im. 6. 10. Thus a Charitable Diſpoſition will eſchew 
evil, and do good: Seek Peace with God, and Man, and 
enfue it; x Pet... 3. 11, will ever encreafe it ſelf in all 
Godlineſs, and find it truly profitable. unto all things, as 
it hath the promife both of this life, and of that which is 
ro come, 1 77m. 4. 8. Thus is every thing good and hap- 
Py, incladed in Charity : Charity the immediateOftſpring 
of Heaven, Man's ſummum bonum, the. Fountain of all 
Goodneſs and Felicity ; the Joy of Angels, and Glory of 
. Men : Now, who wouſdnot thus. {with Lave it. felf ) 
abour doing good, 445 10. 38. whatever he may falſer 
for rhe ſame ; when God muſt be. obeyed, rather than - 
Man, 4#. 4.19. &c. wherein Love knows no Difficul- 
ties, nor fears any Tribulations. He that is made perfect 
© in Love, being{'free from all diſtracting .Cares, Worldly 
Anxieties, 'or ſervile tormenting Fears, x Feb. 4. 18. Love 
fecutes him in the Pious. Filial fear of God alone; 
andto make him undoubtedly perſiſt (with his loving 
Favour) in all well-doing, and. contented ſuffering.” Fol- 
lowing his ſteps'as call'd thereunto, x Pez. 21,.as in.caſes 
of Perſecution, happy are they that ſuffer for Chriſt's, 
of Rightcouſneſs fake, Jaz. 5.tho! it is not our Love and 
Obedience, but others Hatred and Difobedience, that 
does. us any. miſchief thereupon. For all Chriſt's. Love 
and . Commandments” are-not only conſiſtent with, but 
. pro- 


ah 


__ + bel at Maidſtone in Kent: t5 


ICT III ERS 3 


produQtive of the common Peace and Good of Mankind, 
and therefore, if all Men would unanimouſly obey his 
Goſpel, as they ovght,then no body could ever ſuffer by it. 
However, is ir not more commendable , and 'glorious to 
ſaffer patiently for well-doing than evil doing in any caſe 
whatever, x Pez.2. 19, 20. and will not Charity rejoyce ex- 
ceedingly in being revil'd, and perfecuted for Conſcience 
fakezand even Bleſs and Pray for all its Slanderers;Enemies, 
and Perſecutors ; when fo great a' Bleſſedneſs as the King- 
dom of Heaven will be the Reward, and everlaſting Glo+ 
ry Crowns the Martyr, Marth. 5. 1o, rt, 1:. Nay, 
who would not (upon any account) even-through many 
Tribulations, enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 4s 
T4. 22. When all, who thus love their God and Saviour, 
are aſfur'd of enjoying that Myſterious endleſs Bliſs arrd 
Happineſs in the Beatifical Viſion ; which can neither be 
_ ſeen, (expreſs d, nor concety'd on this fide Heaven, 1 Cor. 
2. 9. as thoſe Charitable Perſons ſhall be pronounc'd 
Bleſſed, in the laſt General Afﬀize of all, by our great 
Lord and Judge himſelf, and joyfully admitted into that 
Kingdom prepar'd for them, where Charity hath fed zhe 
Hungry, cloathed the Naked,” vifited the Sick, &«c. Matth. 
25. 34, 35> 35. hath reliev'd the' Oppreſs'd, and” re- 
deem'd the poor Captive and Priſoner, wherher Friend or 
Enemy. This is- Generous and God-like, thus to love 
Mercy. This is preferr'd before Sacrifice, by our Divine 
Law-giver ; and this with the Ads of Jaſtice and Piety, 
(inſtead of alf the eoftly laborious Services and Sacrifices 
of Nature) God hath ſhewed thee, O Man, to be good 
under the Old Law, Mic. 6. 8.'«s thus the Gofpel teach- 
eth us to.deny Ungodlineſs, and Worldly Laſts ; and to 
live Soberly, Righreouſly, = Godlily in this - mor} 
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World; looking for - that bleſſed Hope and Glorious ap- 
pearing of the. Great:God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; 
who will then receive us into the Arms of Erernal Love; 
Who gave himſelf for us, that he might, redeem: us-ſrom 
all Iniquity,. and: purifie unto -himſclf a peculiar People, 
Zealous of Gcad Works: :Now theſe things we moſt 
Charitably teach and exhort, and (as we may too) rebuke 
with all:Authority-; and let no Man- deſpiſe us, for thus 
the Love, and Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, hath 
appeared: to all-Men, 724. 2.' 11. to the end. | 

Sol come.in the third and laſt -place, to manifeſt ſome 
grand Obligations to the due practice hereof, but- very 
briefly, frem_ the points. of Duty,- Gratitude,” and Inte- 
_ reſt ; which; in other things determine our Choice, and 
Reſolution: .' As theſe are; main +Topicks of. Perſuaſion, 
great Motives. to Action, and high Encouragements: to 
Perſeverance againſt all Difficulties. and Obſtacles :in-the 
way. So. much more ſhould they be to us, in our Cha- 
_ endeavours, in this our Chriſtian Race and War- 
are"... D | 


iſt, Then, we are bound: in Duty to the Religious 
practice of this excellent /Catholick Charity, becauſe 'tis 
ſtrictly. enjoin'd us by. the Higheſt, -5. ce. the  Divine-Au- 
thority, . from whence all Human Power is deriv'd. This 
is poftively. requir'd of - us. by our Lord, who hath moſt 
Right to..our Love-and Obedience upon -our Creation, - 
Redemption, and continual Preſervation : which do, 


2dly. Oblige _— Gratitnde to the ſame z tho' we are 
farther bound in Duty upon our Baptiſmal Covenant, and 
Liſting eur ſelves-under Chriſt's Banner againſt Sin, the 
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World, and the Devil ; which obliges us in Conſcience 
and Honour to continue his faithful'Soldiers to our lives 
end, and not cowardly - Debaſe our ſelves ,- or . Diſho- 
nour him-by: Difobedience, and Neglett of his Almighty 
Power, liks..the Reviling Blaſphemous Jews, who thus 
Crucify'd the Eord of Life.- All Sin is contagious in its 
own Nature, butnoihing more fo, than difre!pþe& to Su- 
periors; as tis notoriouſly plain, that the World is apt to 
follow Example more than Reaſon in this caſe. So fatal 
to others; as to our ſelves, will be. our Treacherous, Re- 
bellious* Diſobedience. As nothing c2n be more D;ſho- 
norable, Miſchievous, and Ungrateful,. which proceeds - 
- from that Earthly , Senſual , '-Deviliſh Wiſdom , - men- 
tion'd James 3; 15. not regarding the' true Wiſdom from 
above (fo full of this Excellive, Univerſal Charity, the 
_ very Temper of- Heaven, : the. Image of the Divinity) 
which is firſt: Pure, then Peaceable, Gentle, and Eafie to 
| be/ intreated ; full of- Mercy: and good Fruits, without - - 
Partiality, and -without Hypocriſie'; and the Fruit of 
Righteouſneſs is fown in Peace, of them that make Peace, 
ve 17. 18. which, | - | | 
3dly, /Shews our Obligations upon Intereſt, Peace In- 
ternal, External, and Eternal, flowing from this Princi- 
ple. of Charity, is -our only real Happineſs, and: conſe- 
quently our only true Intereſt. Thus for inſtance, the 
truely Charitable Perſon (beyond all the greateſt Heroes 
of | the 'World) is Maſter of himſelf, has conquer'd his 
Paſſions and/corrupt Aﬀettions; humbled his Soul before 
God, and caſt out. all Devils by Faſting and Prayer; is 
Regenerate and Spiritualizd ; renders to all- their dues; is 
as faithful to:God and his Church, or his Miniſters, as to 
- Ceſar and the State, Matth. 17.21. c. 22. v. 21. Wrongs 
| no 
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no Man, does good to all, eſpecially 'the 'Houthold of 
Faith ; owes no Man any thing but Love, Gal. 6. ro. 
Rom. 13. 8. provides for his own, and uſes Hoſpitality, 
2 Tim.5.8. 1 Pet. 4. 19. depends upon Grace and Pro- 
vidence; ſubmits patiently and thankfully to the Divine 
Will-in all things; truſts in the Merits of his Saviour, and 
who obtains his blefled Legacy of Peace, Joh. 14. 17. 
c.'16. *So is he ſecure from rhe Strokes either of Juſtice, 
or Violence. None but a Tyrant, or Villain indeed, 
would injure ſucha Perſon, who (as one truly ſpeaks) is 
fo far from the Deſigns of Diſhoneſty, &c. that his hands 
are oblig'd to ke employ 'd*in Charity.; and- fo far from 
exaſperating others by unruly Provocations,” that his very 
Enemies may expect (becauſe they mult bave) his Love; 
and thoſe that curſe him, his Prayers, Marth. 5. 44. 
Thus his Life is fafe from the Stroke of ' Juſtice, and 
Injuſtice too, if Chriſtianity might be admitted to: repre- 
ſent unto the Ruſftan the Obligation that ſhe lays on her 
-- Diſciples to affront no Man. However, if Barbarity 
prevails, he knows to whom Vengeance belongeth, and 
he is not overcome of Evil, but overcomes Evil with 
: Good, Roms. 12. x9. 21: | And if he can't heap Coals of 
Fire on his Enemy's Head; to melt him by Charity into 
Love and Compaſſion, if Love will not beget Love in bis 
hardened Heart; yet faſter the le of our dying 


' -Ford) he will charitably forgive, and interceed' far his 


very Murtherers, Luke 23. 34. So he bears good Will to, 
and is in Charity with his moſt inveterate Foes, as; he - 
can't bean Enemy to any, but is always a Friend and 
_ +BenefaRor to Mankind in genera}, by good Wiſhes and 

. © - "Prayers atkeaft, where 'tis not in his Power to alt ; rhus 
. charitable may the pooreſt be. So-farther, he enjoys on 

| continua 


held at Maidſtone in Kent, 19 


% 


continual Feaſt of a good Conſcience; and 'the Hed 
Peace of Mind both in Time of Adverſity and Profperity ; 
having plac'd his Treaſure, and fet his Heart and Aﬀe- 
Aions upon things above and not below, Col. 3. r, 2. 
avoiding the Snarcs and Temptations of. Riches, by do- 
mg good with them, 2 77m. 6.9, 17,18, 19. And be- 
ing.affor'd of | God's Protection, and Bleſſing apon the 
- due Improvement of his Talents in Love and Fidtlity ; 
knowing that he ſhall not be tempted above thar* he is 
able, but in alf Trials ſhall happily eſcape, r Cor. 10 13. 
So in the midſt 'of Storms and Tempeſts, Croſſes and 
Afitions, Wars and Deſylations, he remains unmov'd 
like arr invincible Rock upon fledfaſt Faith, and Hope 
in the'God of his Love, P/al. 46. Who wilt certainly 
dehiver | him" from all Evil, the ' Evil of Sin and Pu- 
niſhment - here , and hereafter ; as in alſ-time of 
Tribulation , © i all time of Wealth, in rhe Hour 
of Death, and* in, the Day, of gpdgmeene, when: he'll be 
receiv'd into'the Joy of his Lord, Marrh. 25. Which 
now ſufficiepfly manifeſts our Obligations upon Tatereſt, 


15 well as Duty and Gratitude, to exercife rhis Chriſtian 
Charity, or epmprehenfrve Loge in full obſervance of the 


” 
4 
f 
a” 
wo 1 
"x 


ne LOI attdmeprs ; which is the' only demonſtra- 
tion of our Love." to' Chriſt, that he will accept'of For 
he «4 that" Hath' his Comntandments, and keeperh 
them; he' it'is that loveth him,” Fob. 14. zr. If therefore 
(as now by WY of Chriſtian" Application) we find this 
cfeA'in our Actions, we may be fure the'Cauſe is' wirhin 
our Hearts: Bur if this alone be wanting; -all'our Preten- 
cs to Chriſtianity" are vain ; yea, alt other Offices" of 
eligion, our Prayers, our, Repentance,  our-Confiderce 
ir Faſting; our'Alms, are no manner of Arguments of 
Our 
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our Love of God, and Chriſt, becauſe they. are not. uſed 
as. means to this end, - which, aJone can: give them the 
denomination of. Religious. Actions ;-which plainly ſig- 
nifies the - vaſt difference , between. Real and Nominal 
Chriſtians, . berween the faithful and pretended Lovers of 
Chriſt,: who are all known by. their Fruits, Matth.-7. 15. 
I there were no other . way, .to. judge of. the Reality. of 


Mens. AﬀeCtions, than the Greatneſs of their own Pre- 


tences., there might not be, devis'd' a. more. impertinent 


waſte of time, than in.a Chriſtian Congregation to en- 


deavour to perſw:de Men. to love their God: and .Saviour. 
We. call our ſelves Chriſtians aſter. his Name ;_ we--build 
Churckes for his Worſhip; where we-often appear, as on 
this day, with bended Knees, and lift up.hands-to- ſend 
up our Prayers and Praiſes to him; if we maybe believ'd, 


we hate them that hate him, as tho' they were our Ene- 


mies : We fight his, Battles, and; propagate his: Reli 
with the hazard of our Liyes : We hate not only, is. 
mies, :but even our own Friends a and Relations for his 
Our  Saviour's Pro opbec (Luk. 12+ 51. 10.5; - 
notoriouſly. verily. through the Chriſtian. orld ; - and 
2s much as any-where. in, this .unhapp) | 
the. pretended Love: of Chriſt, and. h 
Father againſt. Son, Prothes againſt Beef Lp fe Fg 
And..this has hes ſuch. bi 
tions, 'that has : fadly crow ed out. all CY Ry one 
another.. .. os as vel. area 
But none of 6] Preencere uti ficien Prools. of our 


Love,.of Lanſ ſi; me” are: the greateſt Arguments 
againſt, For take it how we vill he thaypretends 
-Jove:God, (#424 his. Brother , is juilly pron ounced a 


Lyar, 1 Jo. 4- 20. Andit, holds not only in Nt caſe be- 
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fore-nam'd,. but in all other Inſtances whatever, where our 
Pretences+to' the Love of Chriſt are not. ſeconded, and 
made out-by.. an entire . Obedience to his Commands, as = 
himſelf requires, -Zoh. 14. 15, 21+. Eph. 1. Moreover, 4 
whatan impudent Affrontr is. it to- him, and contradiQtion 
inthemſelves, for.the Subjes of the Prince of Peace. to 
be contentious and bloody x as for. the Diſciples of the 
holy and immaculate Jeſus to be prophane and impure ; 
yea,. as too many are, worſe than all. other People and 
Nations: So ChrifFexdom is too fatally become the vileſt 
part of. the World,:,.a Sink of -all thoſe Abominations, 
which even Barbarzaxs deteſt. Othe Horror, and Mi- 
ſery ! Thus. is Chriſt ſmitten in the Houſe of his Friends; 
crucify'd by his. Votaries z his ſeamleſs Coat divided by 
his Diſciples ; his Spouſe the Church's Bowels torn out 
by her own Sons; Chriſtianity deſtroy'd by its baſe un- 
copatable Profeſlors, -and the Goſpel Croc by furious 
pretended, Zealots, whoſe, Condemnation will be the hea- 


vier.:-Whoſe. Judgment now. of a. long time. lingreth not, and 
their. Damuation ſlumbreth. not : For: The Lord knoweth 
bow: to, deliver the;-Godly.'out. of |7emptations; and to re; 
ſerve the UnjuSt , unta. the. day. of Fudan to. be punir 
ſed, ;. as cbiefly, the _Unclean, and , Rebellious, the Pre- 
ſumptuous and Self-wilt'd, zhar fear not. 20, ſpeak, Evil :of 
Dignztzes,. 2 Pet. 2+ to: v. x1... 'Among..thole damnable 
Hereticks,  wao.even deny. the. Lord.that bought them, 
and /fo bripg upon themſelyes ſwift, Deſtruction, | 2 Pex. 2. 
to. 2. 2x,.and foto. the;end.., All which proceeds from 
the want of this-ſolid Principle of real Love, or. operative 
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Wherein how eaſie ſoever 'tis to deceive others, and 
what's more our ſelves, into an' Opinion that- we love 
Chriſt, &c. when at the ſame time we do nothing leſs ; 
or how-dexteroufly ſoever we can put the Cheat upon 
the World, and get the Name of Refigious, at fo cheap 
a rate as the Trouble of a well diſſlembled Hypocrifie, &:. 
yet Chriſt ſees the Heart, and will not be impos'd upon. 
God will not be mocked; GaZl. 6. 7. Neither will all their 
Profeſſions, or Devotions, fave ſuch Workers of TIniqui- 
ty. Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhalt 
enter into the Kingdom' of Heaven," but he that doth the 
Will of my Father which is in Heaven, Matth. 7. 21. 
And, Luk. 6. 46. Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things which F ſay * So was he revil'd by his 
Crucifiers. | 


But what Lord, or Governor, whatPare 
would endure ſuch heinous Mockeries, and _ Cor 
traditions > Can we think then that the 'great King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, will bear with the Contra- 
UiRions of Sinners againſt himſelf forever > No certainly, 
unleſs they repent, and amend, and” refolve ' to do his 
Will in Love ; which muſt be our-principal, if nor only 
Motive to Obedience: Otherwike, "tis no 7 nt 
that we love him,if we'do it'not fot his fake who requires 
it : And becauſe there can be no other Reaſon piven of 
ph 4 quiring this Inſtance of our Love, but as 
"tis the Effet of that Cauſe. 'If therefore any By-end, 

or Self-Intereſt (fach as the'getting '#'Repuration in the 
World, the driving on of ſecular _— or Worldly 

Advantages by that means) be the end of our compli- 
ance with Chriſt's Commands: He has no reaſon at all 
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to look upon it.as any Argument of.our Aﬀection to him ; 
orto reward it as ſuch : "Tis Carnal, or Worldy Policy, 
and not Religion: 'Tis the Love of Our ſelves, and not 
of Chriſt... And as its Motives are Worldly, fo will its 


Rewards be.- . Such a Man has nothing elſe to expe for 
a Retribution of ſuch Services, but to attain in the end 


thar for which they were perform'd ; namely, vain Po- 
pularity, and humane Applauſe. And to what wretched 
purpoſe has ſuch a Man been at the Pains to keep the 
Commandments, who has thus literally  labour'd for the 
Wind. As he is no leſs :aulty, whoſe Obedience is Peace» 
meal and Partial. For he that offends in one point, is 
guilty of all, James 2. 10. 


Charity .is Univerſal, and tis this. grand Principle 
which 1s ſignified in all chis Diſcourſe, this pure Chriſtian 
Love, which will furely Dire, Regulate, and Compleat 
our Obedience, and Happineſs. Whereforelet us praftice 
accordingly ; and then God will reward ſuch Love both 
with Temporal and Eternal Bleſſings, as the Scriptures 
abundantly teſtifies. God ſheweth mercy unto thouſands of 
them that love him, and keep his Commandments, Exod, 20. 
6. he keepeth Covenant. and. Mercy for them that love 
him, and obſerve his Commandments, Neh, x. 5. the 
Lord preſerveth all them that love him, P/al. 145. 20- 
and we know, that all tings works together for good to - 
them that love God; Rem. 8. 28. the ſame are known of 
him, x Cor. 8. 3. are Without fear, and. may have bold- 
nefs -in the day 'of Judgment, 1 Joh, 4- 18, 19. The 
Lord hath promiſed a Crown of Life,and'a:Kingdam to 
to them- that love him, Fam. 1. 12.c. 2. 5.: and hath 


prepared glorious Manſions, inviſiþle Joys in; Heaven for 
thts. yp thoſe 
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thoſe that love him; Joh. 14. 2. t Cor. 2. 9. Take good 
heed therefore unto" your ſelves, that ye love the Lord your 
God, Joſh. 23. 11. and in Love let each one, 'both-high 
and low, make Joſhua's "Pious Reſolution, e. 24. 1Þ:- 45 
for me and my Flouſe, we will ſerve the Lord © Which 
how can we Chriſtians refuſe, upon conſideration of the 
Divine, ' Infinite, Unparallel'd Love to us? God the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in whoſe Name we are Bap- 
tizd, Matth. 28. 19; Thoſe ever Blefſed Sacred Three in 
One, who bear Recordin Heaven, having fo exceedingly, 
lov'd us, and'left us United Wirneſs on Earth in the Spi- 
ritual Miniſtry of his Word and: Sacraments, 1 Joh. 5. 7 
8, all teſtifying our Redemption! by the Son of<Love, ». 
9, &c. that only begotten and well-beloved Eternal Son, 
the' Brightneſs of his Father's Glory , and the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon, by whom all things were made, and 
"whom a!l the Angels of God do Worſh:p, 7-4. 1.1, 
2, &ec. that ever-hiving Word, Wiſdom, and God mani- 
feſt in our Fleſh, who thus alone could fatisfie | infinite 
Juſtice for us, Fob. 1. r, Oc. x Cor. 1. 24, 30. 1 Tim. 3. 
16. He rcliev'd us in our moſt forforn Condition and re- 
medileſs' Miſery. He, beyond all the inſtances/of en- 
'dearing vertuous Friend{hip ; beyond all the Exatnples of 
Mankind, ſtept-in between the juſt Indignation of the 
Judge and the Condemned, by ſubſtituting his Perſon in 
their ftead, and ſuffering the Execution” of the diſmal 
Sentence to them. He deſcended from: the Throne of 
Heaven, Miracufouſly aſſuming Human Nature, freely 
ofrring himſelf a' Sacrifice, and ſo. died ſor his very Ene- 
mies, by intolerable Tortures, and by the moſt Ignomi- 
nious, Shameful and Accurſed Death. He underwent all 
the Reproach and Shame, all the bitter Penalties dueto 
| Malefactors, 
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Malefitors, by his own voluntary A and free Choice, 
from no other Motive, and'for:no other end, but his own 
Love, and. for the eternal Welfare of thofe wretched 
Miſcreants, who, as he'well knew, already had, and to- 
gether 'with' their Poſterity for ever, would be repeated 
Tranſgrefſions of the moſt equitable” Laws, ungratefully 
provoke him and his Father. 

Here is Charity compleatly admirable, moſt ſingular 
and unutterable. O what Tongue of Men or Angels can 
expreſs, what Heart can conceive the unfathomable depth 
of. this unparall'd Loving-kindnefs.! Thus he died for our 
Sing, and roſe again for our Jaſtification; and now liveth 
to make TIntercetlion for us, 'reigneth for ever our Mighty 
Prince and Saviour adorable by all ; and will come again 
in Glory to Judge, and Reward all according to their 
Charity, Ma. 25. Rom. 4. 25. Heb, 7. 25. Atts 5. 31; 
Matth. 16. %7 Now what returns of Love can we make 
him > What Obedience ought we to pay him, who has 
ſo greatly Merited, even Purchas'd us with his own Blood, 
nei ſach irrequitable Obligations upon us? Who has 
ſo wonderfully wrought our Redemption, and reſcu'd us 
from the juſt Vengeance of his offended Father, into a 
ſtate of -Grace and Reconciliation. with him, and poſſibili- 
ty of being Errainly happy with him and his Father in 
another World. | 


Which (now laſtly) is a thing of ſo mighty concern- 
ment to us, that but for that alone, we had better never 
have been bora; and the greateſt Proſperity of this 
World could ſignifie no more to our Happineſs, than the 
fatal Finery of thoſe poor Beaſts which the Heathens pur 
upon them before the Sacrifice. The Frailty and Morta- 

lity 
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' lity of our Natufes; thoſe cruel. Legions of Dilcaſes 
Death keeps in pay againſt-us, the inſtability. of our For- 
- tunes, and uncertainty. of all Conditions upon Earth ; 
- with the frequent Diſeaſes and fatal Revolutions attend- 
ing the moſt flouriſhing States ; and the fading Vanity of 
all” Sublunary things, may really cauſe, the Great 'So/o- 
. mox's Vexation of Spirit, Eccl. and erabitter all our. Feli- 
- cities here, - or-rather our Mockeries and Shadows of Hap- 
:  pineſs. 'Nay, upon other Conſiderations moreover, pro- 
feſs wiſely the- true Chriſtians with St. Paw, x Cor..x5. 
- 19. If zn this life ouly we have hope in Chriſt, we are, o 
. all men moſt miſerable. But now the aſſurances which his 
Death and Reſurretion give-us of a future ſtate of Im» 
: mortal Love and Bliſs, may well- eacourage- and oblige 
our conſtant unlimited Charity ; and let worhing ſeparate 
. ws' fromthe lope of God which us in Chrift Jeſus'onr Lord, 
Rom. -8. 35. 39. So 1 conclude with one of our Churches 
moſt Comprehendve, Excelleat Coleds, tor this. 


 O Lord God, who haſt taught ws, that all our Doings withe 
. out Charity, are nothing worth ; ſend thy Holy,Gho#?, and 
| poar into our Hlearts that moff Excellent Gift pf Charity, 
- thewery. Bond of Peace, and of al Yergurs ; without which 
- whoſoever liveth, i counted dead: befare thee. Grant this 
for thine only Sou Feſus Chriſt his ſake : To whow. three 
Perſons and one God be aſcrib'd, as is moſt due, all Adora- 
tion, 'Love, Glory. and Power in Heaves aud Earth: for 
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